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Prisoner Of The Tunnel 

Kolya and Vladik met each other a 
few months ago. They became the 
best of friends. Both are 11 years old. 
They share the same fate: homeless in 
Odessa. 

The boys’ tattooed leader 
They live in the pipe tunnels next to 
a school in a remote area of the city 
where there are not that many other 
homeless. They share the chamber 
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with Roma, 12,  Zhora, 12, and Vova, 
15, who, being the oldest, is the leader. 
Others respect him immensely. First 
of all, he has a certificate of release 
from prison in his pocket. It is consid-
ered high currency in the street world. 
Second, Vova’s body is covered with 
tattoos. It doesn’t  matter that they 
have been made clumsily with a child’s 
hand. However, the “great leader” has 
not gone beyond the pipe tunnel and 
glue sniffing, and he looks awful. 

Kolya is very introverted and with-
drawn. Sometimes during the meal 
you cannot get a half a word out of 
him. He is an orphan, and his sister is 
in some reform school (Kolya doesn’t 
know where).

“I will never return to my mom.”
Vladik is Kolya’s polar opposite, like a 
whirlwind. He is not quiet even when 
he eats. On the street you rarely see 
such a chatty little fellow. Vladik loves 
to listen when we read the Children’s 
Bible. Once when we were getting 
started with the meal, he asked, 
   “Could you read today about how Je-
sus fed 5,000 people  with five loaves 
of bread?”
   “Sure, but why that one?”
   “Well, I like it a lot when it says that 
even Jesus was feeding people.”

Vladik has no father or relatives. If his  
mother is brought up, he gets som-
ber. 
   “I have a mother, but I don’t want to 



 

talk about her, okay?”
   “Why not?” 
   “She is a bad person. I will never re-
turn to her.”

Vladik and Kolya, such different boys, 
like a plus and a minus, are the best of 
friends. But I guess a plus and a minus 
attract even in this case. 

Imprisoned behind the hatch
Some time ago the pipe tunnel boys 
had a scary experience. It was morn-
ing and they decided to go to the mar-
ket place to find something edible. 
Kolya stayed underground to sleep. 
The search for food took a few hours. 
Upon returning, the boys discovered 
that the hatch was welded shut. If 

things had been different, they would 
have just moved into an other tunnel,  
there were many of them in Odessa. 
But Kolya had been trapped! 

When he heard the voices of the oth-
ers, he burst in tears and pleaded that 
the others would help get him out. But 
what could a few scared, 12-year boys 
do? They decided to wait for the Mis-
sion Possible patrol to come.

“I will save you, Kolya!”
We came at 2:30 pm, as we always did. 
We encountered three scared boys: 
two outside, one welded inside the 
chamber. Vladik’s reaction was sur-
prising. He walked around the hatch, 
wiping his nose, rubbing tears off his 

face and yelled with fear and anger, 
shaking, through the hatch:  “Don’t 
worry, Kolya. I will not leave you! I will 
pull you out!” It is not at all common to 
see such friendship among the street 
children who are fighting for survival.

The children refused to eat until af-
ter their friend had been freed. The 
tool box of our driver, Valera, came 
in handy. He always has all the neces-
sary things with him. Twenty minutes 
later, Kolya was free again. 

The children were full of smiles and 
laughter. Then they settled down to 
eat. After that we read from the Chil-
dren’s Bible about how Jesus freed 
people from chains and shackles.

Mission Possible’s street patrols bring regular relief to hundreds of hungry children,  

also feeding them them with spiritual food. 

A Word from the US Director
I met Sasha last year for the first time. I was impressed by his passion to serve the Lord, rescuing and caring for 
children from the streets of Odessa. If Jesus was here in the flesh today, He would be on the streets with Sasha 
- talking to, helping, feeding and teaching the street children. I admire Sasha and our team in Odessa for their 
service and dedication and I want to do everything possible to enable them to keep on with their ministry. Thank 
you for making this possible with your prayers and with your financial giving. When you support Mission Pos-
sible, you join Jesus and Sasha in feeding the children on the streets! 

Yours in Christ, Nasko Lazarov

Mission Possible Foundation, 404 E. Gregory St., Ste.#8, 
Mt. Prospect, IL 60056

800.729.2425 - toll free 847.259.1270 - office; mpusa@
mp.org

Read more at  www.mpusa.org

Please click the 
PayPal button to 
make a donation.

 Thank you!

http://www.mp.org/donate.htm
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